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... the poem is his first tribute to Kalidasa. ... This first tribute has the impressive charm of confidence. The
poet, aged twenty nine, knows that he is India’s greatest poet since Kalidasa. If the dead know of such
things, the great spirit honoured by this splendid tribute must have been gladdened.®
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Kalidasa’s genius lies in his ability to combine sublimity with grace, the rhythm’s power of music with the
language’s power of expression, the boldness of description with the magnificence of sensuous colour in a
degree of perfection never before or afterwards surpassed or even equaled in poetic literature.>
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A true classic, as | should like to hear it defined, is an author who has enriched the human mind, increased
its treasure, and caused it to advance a step; who has discovered some moral and not equivocal truth, or
revealed some eternal passion in that heart where all seemed known and discovered; who has expressed his
thought, observation, or invention, in no matter what form, only provided it be broad and great, refined and
sensible, sane and beautiful in itself; who has spoken to all in his own peculiar style, a style which is found
to be also that of the whole world, a style new without neologism, new and old, easily contemporary with
all time.»
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